48 MEMORIALS.

NUMBER X
Meswisial for un Appropristion for Certain Improvencads v this Tloritory.

Ts the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the Unit-
ed States in Dongress Asembled:

Mamorisi tor Thai she nevigasion of the Mississippi river between the Falls of Saint
lmprovement* 4 nttieny and Sauk Rapids, o distance of about one hundred miles by the
rivet, and batween the mouth of the Minnesota river and the Falls of St.

Anthony, o distarce of about ten miles by the river, & during the season

of low water, obstructed by rocks and other impediments, which 2 moder-

ate appropriation, judiciously expended, wonld easily remove and render

the navigation of the said river between the points above named, free to

stenmboats and other water crafts during the entire season of navigation.

And your Memorialists respectfully submit that the bevefits which tbe
Gtovernment would derive from the improvement above contemplated,
would far exceed the amount required 1o remove the obstacles to the navi-
grtion of the said river.

Large amounts of goods are annually trausported by the government at
a heavy expense, over a long and tedioas land route, to supply the differ-
ent nationa and tribes of Indians in the Northern portions of the Territory,
and also the military forces stationed at Fori Ripley.

Thess heavy expenses would be mnterially lessened were there improve-
ments herein prayed for, made.

P rapidly inereasing settlement on the upper Missisrippi river, and
the -new towns building up, is a further resson which respectfully urge i

- faver of the improvements of said river.: ‘ '

Waour Memorialists therefore ask an appropriation of forty thousand dol-
lars ($40,000) to be expended under the direction and anthority of the
proper department of the Government., ’

o : CHARLES (GARDNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

St JOHN B. BRISBIN, Presideni of the Council,
.1 MbprovEn—JI nnuary sixieenth, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-
i, W. A GORMAN,

1 hereby certify the foregoing to be a correct copy of the original Reso-
lation on file in this office.

J. Travis Roswrr. Secretary of Mismesota Territory,

NUMBER XL i
A Memorial to Congress for an Appropriation fo openi a Road frem Foot
Ridgley to the South Passt in the Racky Mountains.
B ot ke To the Honorable the Semate and House of Representatives of the
ReskyMomat'ns Jpited States in Congress Assembled: The Memorisl of the Legislative
Awmembly of the Terﬂtorgn of Miunesota respetefully represents:
1st. That the great and inereasing emigrationfrom the Northernand Mid-



MEMORIALS.

dle Btates to California and Oregon, demands at the hands of Ca
additional faeilities for travel, which can be eﬂ'ectualg rovided by the
sorvey ond opening of a good Wagon Road from Fort Ridgley, (to which
place roads have been oponed,) to Intersect the great emigrant roate near
the South Pass in the ky Mountains.

2nd. That the route above designated would afford o cheaper, shorter
and more convenient route for that portion of the California and Oregon
emigration which reaches the Mississippi at or above Rock Tuland, than any
roate now traveled, while the health of the emigrant would be promoted
by being exempt from the transition from s northern to 4 sonthem cli-
mate, which is inevitable tothase who leave the Northern States and travel
by the Missouri route.

Srd. That the supply of nood, water wnd pusturuge woumii. by tound
muoch more abundant by the proposed route than by any other of the
routes traveled. While the time gained by this route would be of incal-
¢nlable advantage to tiic emigrant, by enabling him to reach the South
Pass with far less fatigne to his stock, and consequently enabling him to
prosccute the remainder of his journey with greater promptitude and cer-
tainty.

4th. That iu proot of the great ditierence in toe distunce on the routes
now traveled, your memorialist= wonld submit for yonr consideration the
following table of distances :

From Galena to St. Lounis, - - U0 wiles.
From St. Louniz to St. Josoph - - 900 miles.
From St. Joseph to Sonth Pas, - 300 miles.—2,200 miles,
From (alena to it Paul, - - - 320 miles.
From 8t. Paul to Fort Ridgley, - 100 miles.
From Fort Ridgley to Missoari river. - 300 miles.
From Missouri river to Sounth Pass, - 380 milea.—1,100 miles,

Making o difierence of one half or 1,100 1niles between Galena and
South Paas,

Hth, That it i therefore contlidently subuwitted thut the road above indi-
cated wonld bo shorter Ly one-half from Galena to the South Yase, and
consequently yonr Houorable Baedy will readily perceive the great advan-
tage to be gained in the transportation of Indinn supphex to that portion
of country ?yinq west of the Migsoari river, and even as far south os Fort
Laramic, and also for the tranportation of troops from the Upper Mis-
sigsippi to the Upper Micsoari, ut the ~uoe time affording three hundred
per cent. yrouter fochities for currying the mails @ and your memorialists
wounld further repeesent that the proposed route wonld pass through a
country abundantly provided with wood, water and pasturage, and almost
entirely free from marshes or otlier natursl impediments to travel.

6th. Thuat the Legislature of the Territory of Minnesuta, in view of
the necessity for w morce facile, -afe, comlortuble nnd economicai ronts
from the Northarn und Middle States to California and Oregon have ap-

inted competent commissioners to locate o road from Fort Ridgleyto the
g:iasouri river at or near the old Fort wux Cedar, which road will pass
throngh to the Indian country and be of much bencfit to the Government
in the movement of the troops among the Indians inhabiting the country
near the Missouri river zs aforesaid.

7th. Your memorialists would therefore respectiully urge your Honor-
uble Bodies to make an appropriation of twenty thousand dollars to de-
fray the expenses of sorveying and opening =aid road, and to procure the
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extension of eaid road from near or at the above mentioned point on the
Missonri, up the valley of the White Water to intersect the great ami-
grant route on the Sweet Water, near the South Pass in the Rocky Moun-
tains. .
8th. Your memorialists would further represent, that the sum above men-
tioned wonld be sufficient to open and make a good road the entire dis-
tance from Fort Ridgloy to the Missouri river, with the exception of the
crotsing of large streams where forries will be immediately established for
the accommodation of travel, for the establishment of which, your memo-
rialists wonld respectfully usk your Honorable Bodies to consider the pro-
prieg of establishing Forts at certain points along said route.

oth. That your Honorable Bodies grant the right of pre-emption to per-

" wons establishing said ferries, of one-half section on each side of the above

mentioned streams, for the purpose and use of said ferries. Whereas, the
Hon, Wi, H. Nobles has expended much money and time in exploring
different routes of communication from the Mississippi to the Pacific, and
has madae valuable discoveries which hare been of inestimable advantage
to the emigrant in making the long and dangerous teansit across the Plains
to Qaliferma and Oregon ; and wherens, by his discovery of a ronte from
the Humboldt to the Sacremento, s distance of two bundred and fifty
miles of travel has been saved to the emigrant, who at the same time has
been enabled to avoid the * Great Fifty Mile Desert,” between the sinks
of the Humboldt, Carson and Turkey River, and by his discovering also of
the Pass through the Sierra Nevadas, which bears his name, and which,
us represented by him four yearssince, it is belicved is the best and mostfea-
sible of all for an emigront road or railroad through these mountains, he
has rendered a very important and lasting service to the country at large,

And whereas, large sums of money have been expended by the General
GGovernment in exploring different portions of these plaing and mountains,
with & view to ascertain the most favorable route throupgh the same, withont
detracting in the Jeast from the representations of Mr. Nobles, ar the merits
of his discoveries.

In consideration of the premises, therefore, the Cougress of the United
States is earneatly but respectfully requested to appropriate 1o him such
sum of money or anch an amouant of land as shall be deemed to he an
squitable and adequate remuncration for his expences, Jabors and discove
ries hefore mentioned.

Aud as in duty hound your memorinlists will ever pray.

CHARLES EA;?DNEBI’{
Speaker of the House o, resenlatrees,
JOHN B. BBIS];.FIN ,
President of the Councid.

ArrroveEp—February twenty-fiftb, ore thousand eight hundred end

iﬁ.}-ﬁi.!, W. A, GORMAN.
1, T hareby certify the foregoing to be a correct copy of the original Me
morisl on file in this office.
J, Travie Rossgn,
Secretary of Minmesoia Terrviery,



